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Philip L. "Phil" Capitano Biography

Phil is a lifelong resident of the City of Kenner, who attended John Clancy Elementary, Greenlawn

Elementary and Kenner Junior High. After graduating from East Jefferson High School in 1972, he

attended the University of Southwestern Louisiana, Delgado College, and the University of New

Orl eans. Phi l received a Real Estate License, an Agentd
Commi ssion, and a Brokerdés Casualty & Property License.

Phil is a tireless advocate for his community and its families. Prior to his election to the Kenner
City Council, Phil served on the Kenner Charter Review Committee, the Kenner Tourist
Commission, the Safe and Drug Free Schools Committee, and the Kenner Fire and Police Civil
Service Board, of which he served as chairman.

In 1990 Phil went to work for the City of Kenner as its Business Development Director. At the
same time he also served as the Director of the Kenner Care Program, helping underprivileged
Kenner families. He served there until his election to the Kenner City Council, District 5, in 1996.
He was the first elected official to defeat the Kenner political machine, having been elected
without the support of any of the sitting elected officials or power-brokers. The people of his
district re-elected him to the District 5 council seat in 1998 and 2002. The people of Kenner
elected Phil Mayor of Kenner in 2004. He served from 2004 until 2006.

Seeing a tremendous need to support Kenner schools and other charitable endeavors, Phil

established A Generous Heart Foundation, a tax-exempt charitable organization to help support

worthy causes. Si nce its inception in 1997, Phil 6s foundati on
Kenner schools for books,comput er s and many other necessities their bu

Over the years Phil has served on various boards and community groups, providing insight and
leadership to the Ronald McDonald House the Louisiana Municipal Association, National
Organization to Insure a Sound Environment (N.O.I.S.E.), and the National League of Cities
Transportation & Infrastructure Policy Committee. He has been honored by the Jefferson Parish
School Board, Jefferson Parish Chamber of Commerce, East Jefferson General Hospital, the
Alliance for Good Government and the Louisiana Civil Service League for his leadership and
steadfast adherence to the principals of good government.

Phil is particularly honored to have served Kenner during one of its darkest hours-- Hurricane

Katrina. The Graduate School of Business at the U+Katvimar si ty o
action plan, fa memorable example of e f Phd andi hisesteamn d t hou
revived the devastated city and brought its residents back before any of the surrounding
municipalities were up and running.

Phil was able to accomplish a great deal of other improvements and reforms during his term. In
just two years, he lowered property taxes, gave city employees and firefighters an 18% pay raise,
completed $10 million in sewerage repairs with a $1 million savings, and eliminated wasteful
contracts while bringing other services in-house at a great savings to the city. For the first time
in 15 year s, he i ncr ydayduhd tohrecommended levels, allowing the city to
stay on a solid financial footing during and after Katrina.

Phil Capitano is married to the former Jenny Escobar and is the proud father of Dr. Holly Capitano
Desena (a pediatric cardiologist), the wife of Dr. Allen Desena (a pediatric neurologist). Since
2001 he has served as the guardian of his awesome nephew, Philip Capitano, age 9 Phil looks
forward to the opportunity to serve the people of Kenner again. i There i s so waganh mor e
accomplish together, 0 fslagytsd st hreo Icla nuidp doaure .s|l eeves and get



Bom on June 15, 1976, Mike Yenni has been actively involved in government for the
past 19 years of his life. His public service career in government began in 1991 at the age
of 15, when he volunteered to work for Mr. Mardi Gras of Jefferson Parish, Henry
Trapani, then director of Jefferson Parish Citizen’s Services Department, during summer
vacations and holiday periods. Later, as a part-time employee, he was assigned as a liason
and successfully assisted in the coordination between the Jefferson Parish Departments of
Carmival and Special Event, Streets, Parkways, Traffic Engineering and Drainage and all
parade Krewes including the St. Patrick’s and the Irish-Italian Parade. As part of his
duties, he directed communications between the parades and the Jefferson Parish
Sheriff’s Office to facilitate parade movement on parish streets. This early experience
taught him how to keep things moving forward and understand hat is needed for large
groups to work together for successful progress. After graduation from college Mike also
worked in the Jefferson Parish Attorney’s Office as a paralegal, researching various code
enforcement issues and also oversaw cases that were sent to First Parish Court for proper
legal remedy.

In 1999, Mike left Jefferson Parish to work as assistant i the Kenner Mayor’s Office. He
continued in this position under both the Congemi and Capitano administrations. Mike
gained vast knowledge of the operations and policies of Kenner City government and
recommended policy initiatives to both mayors and assisted in the implementation of
improvements of various city functions. Early in his city career, Mike developed a vision
of “lean mean” government and, became committed to the ideas of cost/time saving
measures and methods of increasing productivity in city procedures. Mike’s utmost
concern was effective response to citizens’ needs and he consistently maintained
professional public relations; and diplomatically and efficiently handled citizen
complaints made to the Mayor’s Office.

Based on his earlier experience with the Department of Citizen Affairs, when the position
of Director came open he was the most qualified person for the job.. During his tenure as
director, Mike oversaw the department’s $1 million operating budget that funded
Jefterson Parish Carnival activities. In early 2005, Mike Yenni recommended a revision
to the Jefferson Carnival ordinance to improve public safety. These revisions were
unanimously approved by the Council. The revisions proved to be timely since later that
year Hurricane Katrina struck. The new measures were successfully implemented in the
2006 Carnival season, thereby assuring a successful and safe celebration.




In his position of Director of Citizens’ Affairs, Mike was designated Essential Personnel
and worked tirelessly immediately after Hurricane Katrina struck. After completing his
emergency duties over many weeks for Jefferson Parish, Mike continued his recovery
efforts by coordinating post-Katrina activities to assist nearly 700 senior citizens in debris
removal from their homes. This was accomplished by coordinating the efforts of more
than 40 volunteer groups which included, but was not limited to, out of state and local
missionary groups, military personnel, and local work crews. In early 2006, former
Jefterson Parish Councilman Edmond J. Muniz announced his candidacy for Mayor of
Kenner promising to unify the City of Kenner and to restore cooperation in Kenner
government. Mr. Muniz defeated incumbent Phil Capitano and appointed Mike to the
position of Chief Administrative Officer. Mike has worked tirelessly and closely with
Mayor Muniz in the successful operation of his administration. Mike coordinated efforts
to immediately find funding to repair storm damage at the Pontchartrain Center. The
alternative would have been to close the building, a major source of tourism and
economic development, thus decreasing revenues to the city and closing the only large
assembly building in our City. Efforts were also made to aggressively seek FEMA funds
to clear the sub-surface drainage system and to file for FEMA reimbursements for other
needed repairs due to hurricane damage.

Having had experience working in the Jefferson Parish Attorney’s Office, Mike knew the
value of a well-funded Code Enforcement Department. He recommended closing the
little used Tourist Center in North Kenner and the money was used to hire additional
code inspectors. This allowed more regularly scheduled code sweeps to fight blight. The
money was also used to for the demolition of derelict buildings.

The Public Works Department now includes a professional engineer responsible for
reviewing proposed capital projects, such as improvements to public infrastructure.
Having an in-house engineer has decreased the cost of outsourcing. Mike Yenni strongly
supported the department‘s efforts i acquiring a very low interest loan of $22 million
from DEQ that will aid in funding improvements to the City’s archaic sewer system.

Mike Yenni also re-vamped the Fleet Management Department that had been neglected
under previous administrations. Included in the changes were the reduction in the number
of take home vehicles, institution of mechanisms to prevent fuel theft, and installation of
a system to track vehicle maintenance thereby lowering overall maintenance costs. Mike
worked closely with all City Departments, the owners of the Esplanade Mall and the
owners of Macy’s to insure the return of Macy’s Department Store. He has also played an
mmportant role in encouraging other businesses to be established in the City of Kenner. In
September 2008, Hurricane Gustav threatened to become a repeat of Hurricane Katrina.
Under the leadership of Mike Yenni, the City of Kenner enacted its emergency plan,
preparing for the worst. Emergency personnel were placed on alert and waited for Gustav
to make landfall. Much of Greater New Orleans was spared catastrophic damage; but
much of the City of Kenner was left without power for a few davs. Mike Yenni worked
continually with Entergy to quickly restore power to residences and businesses so that
citizens could return. Because Mike was also committed to ensure public safety once the




residents returned, he coordinated efforts with the Kenner Police Department in its
security measures. He also worked with the City’s sewerage contractor to stabilize the
City’s sewerage system which had suffered setbacks because of the power outages. With
Mike’s efforts and that of the City’s sewerage contractor and Entergy, the City of Kenner
was secure for its citizens to return home.

Mike’s roots in Kenner run deep. His Great Grandfather, Anthony Yenni, arrived in New
Orleans from Italy and made his home in Kenner. He raised his family here and most of
his children stayed in Kenner for their entire lives, including Mike Yenni’s Grandfather,

former Jetferson Parish President and former Kenner Mayor, Joseph S. Yenni. The next
generation continued the traditions of living in Kenner and public service. Mike’s uncle
was the former Jefferson Parish President Michael J. Yenni and his mother, Peggy Jo
Yenni is a teacher i the Jetferson Parish School System. The late Ms. Lucille Yenni was
also a school teacher in the Jefferson Parish School System. Michael Maunoir, Mike's
father, is a retired police officer. Mike graduated Jesuit High School in 1994 and received
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Southeastern Louisiana University in 1998.




